
Councillor Wendy Cocks - Report for Spotland Area Forum – 27th June 2019 

I’m sorry not to be with you this evening.  I am in Norfolk on holiday but will definitely be 
back in two weeks and certainly for the next forum meeting but we are fortunate to have 
two other councillors who are very able in my absence. 

As well as the regular casework, I have continued as Assistant Portfolio Holder for Health 
and Well-Being.  On a recent visit I was shown some of the good work that is happening 
at Rochdale Infirmary and seen some of their plans for development.  Linking with the proposed 
developments at Lower Falinge they are working together with the council on creating greener, better 
access from the hospital to the A58 and the town centre.  With all the changes happening in Lower Falinge 
it is a good opportunity to improve the links between the hospital and the town.  I will keep you informed 
as plans develop. 

Keeping on the green theme, I may have seen you recently on the replanting of the Wonderwall at 
Spotland Stadium.  There are so many community groups and In Bloom volunteers doing a marvellous job 
making their areas a haven for wildlife and people alike through gardening.  I think we can look forward to 
even more awards when the judges return in late July.  One of the new areas being developed is near the 
Cutgate shops with a bicycle theme as the Tour of Britain will pass through Rochdale and up Edenfield 
Road on Saturday, 14th September.  Keep your eyes out for that one. 

Another part of my role is as chair of the Age Friendly Rochdale 
Steering Group.  Perhaps some of you attended the public engagement 
event in Rochdale Town Hall where we had the opportunity to say what 
we think is Age Friendly in Rochdale and what we think we need to be 
more Age Friendly.  If you missed out, there will be other opportunities 
to have your say and help the Council to shape the future.   

I sit on the Adoption Panel, matching potential adopters with children 
in need of a loving, ‘forever family’.  I attended a three day course with potential adopters who were 
helped to see that the real purpose of adoption is not for them to get a child but for them to give a child a 
loving and stable family life that will help the child to grow and flourish.  It is what we would all want for 
our children and our ‘Cared For’ children are no different.  We are looking for more BAME families to 
consider becoming adoptive parents so that we can place children in families with similar backgrounds.  It 
is not a fast process but very important so if you know anyone who might be interested, please ask them to 
contact me in the first instance. 

My last plug is for the Clean Air Plan for Greater Manchester.  This is a government requirement and 
perhaps you have heard about the proposals to make a charge on all commercial polluting vehicles from 
2021.  The Consultation on the plan is open until 30th June and I would particularly encourage any 
businesses that use diesel powered vehicles to have their say.  We all want to improve the air quality for 
the sake of our children and the environment but we can only ask government to pay if TfGM have they 
evidence of local people’s concerns about the plan.  They need to hear your voices.  You can complete the 
survey or send an email:  https://cleanairgm.com/ or go straight to the survey 
https://www.snapsurveys.com/wh/siam/surveylanding/interviewer.asp  

In Bloom at the Wonderwall  

Email:  

wendy.cocks@rochdale.gov.uk 

Tel:  07870 172145 
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